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CHRIST – FOCUSED  LEARNING  

FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE 

 
FOX’S FINDINGS 

Believe it or not, we are halfway through 
the school year. 7th and 8th grade exams 
went well, and report cards are being sent 
home this week. In a sense, students 
have a clean slate as we move into a new semester. 
 

As we begin the new semester, I hope that everyone is 
gleaning some good information that is being sent home 
monthly in the Home & School Connection. The Feb-
ruary issue will be sent home soon. Please let me know 
if you have appreciated getting this monthly paper 
(jfox@fremontchristian.org). 
 
I recently read a brief article that stressed “Time, limits, 
and caring help build character in children.” The article 
highlighted that frequently eating meals together as a 
whole family has been shown to reduce risky behavior 
(drug use and other problems) among teens. Limits, i.e., 
being firm and consistent, even in one regular chore like 
keeping one’s room clean can teach responsibility. 
 
Really listening to and setting an example of caring for 
others for your child, e.g., volunteering or giving in some 
tangible way or through community service, can make 
children less self-centered. Some of the biggest smiles 
that I have seen on some FCS students in recent days 
were at a food truck for needy people at a local church. 
They were helping distribute the food items alongside 
one of their parents and really experiencing the differ-
ence that they could make in someone else’s life! 
 
As we move into a new semester, I want to say thank 
you to all of you for so much that you have done for 
your children and for all of us here at FCS. I trust that 
you will continue to share of your time, talent, and treas-
ure in this new semester. We have some wonderful op-
portunities to share and serve coming our way soon. 
Watch for information about the Carnival on February 
27, the Growing Connections Banquet on March 27, 
and the Auction on April 24. 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SLEDDING DAY 
The weather looks like it will be cooperating for a Middle 
School sledding day on Friday afternoon, February 5. 
We will be eating lunch at school, leaving for Branstrom 
Park at 12:35, and returning to school at 2:45. We will 
have a fire going in the lodge, the ice rink will be avail-
able, and sledding on the big hill. NEEDED—
chaperones and drivers, snacks, drinks, and fixings for 
hot chocolate. Please contact the homeroom teachers 
(Mr. Barkel—8th, Ms. Wygmans—7th, Mrs. Pell, or Mr. 
Fox—6th) if you can chaperone or drive. Please send in 
snacks, drinks, etc. into school by Wednesday so that 
we have an idea of what we will have available. 

 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
BEE WINNERS  
Alexis DeKuiper 
and Kyle Knuver, 
Congratulations 

Students!! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2009/2010 FCS Boys Basketball Teams  

 

FCS SPORTS CALENDAR 
Feb. 4  ~ FCS Boys Basketball vs. Quad City Mustangs 
                      HOME at 4:30 PM 
Feb. 4  ~  FCS Girls Volleyball  vs. Ravenna Public 
                       AWAY at 4:00 PM 
Feb. 9  ~  FCS Girls Volleyball vs. Grand Haven Chr. 
                      HOME at 4:00 PM 

 

FCS CONCERT AND FINE ARTS WEEK 
Fine Arts Week at Fremont Christian Middle School will 
begin on Monday, Feb. 1, with a Kick-off Concert featur-
ing the Bands and Choirs, grades 5-8. Join us in the 
school gym, at 7:00 PM for a musical celebration of the 
gifts God has given to us!  
 

CELEBRATING THE ARTS - FINE ARTS WEEK 2010 
During the week of February 1-5 the 5th through 8th 
grade students will be immersed in the arts.  On Mon-
day afternoon the students will participate in a drum-
ming chapel with Brenda Huckins Bonter followed by 
rehearsal for the evening band/choir concert.  Tuesday 
through Thursday afternoons will be spent in sectionals 
led by artists, luthiers, poets, authors, musicians, a pot-
ter, a juggler/mime and more.  Other opportunities in-
clude visiting the workshop of a local violin maker, mak-
ing instruments of their own and constructing an ice 
sculpture (*see note on plastic buckets).   Parents are 
invited to peak in and join in the celebration.   
 

NEEDED FOR FINE ARTS WEEK 
The 5th through 8th grade students will be constructing 
an ice sculpture next week.  We need plastic buckets 
and large plastic food containers (larger than cool whip).  
Please send to school Monday or Tuesday.  Each 5th—
8th student should plan on bringing at least two contain-
ers. 



 

FCS CALENDAR  
 
February 1  ~  FCS Winter Concert 
February 1-5 ~ Fine Arts Week 
February 12 ~ WMCTA ~ No School 
February 12  ~  FCS Ski Trip 
February 15  ~ Mid-Winter Break ~ No School 
February 27  ~  FCS Carnival 
 

WE NEED  YOUR HELP 
On Saturday, March 27 we will be holding our “3rd An-
nual Growing Connections Banquet.”  This banquet is 
for people who are expecting, have infants or preschool 
children, have  kids who are not presently at FCS, in 
other words people who want to know more about Fre-
mont Christian School.   If you know of someone who 
you think should receive an invitation to the banquet 
please contact the office  (924-2740) or return an email 
to nfolkema@fremontchristian.org  with any names/
addresses and we will get an invite out to them.  This 
banquet will introduce the family to our school by ex-
posing them to our students’ artwork and their musical 
talents, also give them a chance to meet our teachers, 
as well as hear stories from our alumni, (Not to mention 
a delicious meal  ☺ ).  Childcare will also be available.  
Thank you for your help in introducing new families to 
Christian Education! 
 

PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE 
A committee for the new playground at the consoli-
dated building is being formed. The goal is to have a 
new playground so that we can significantly cut down 
on students having to cross the road on a daily basis. If 
you would like to serve on this vital committee, please 
contact Mr. Fox as soon as possible (924-2740 or 
jfox@fremontchristian.org). 
 

OUTSTANDING EDUCATOR AWARDS 
Would you like to nominate a Fremont Christian School 
teacher as a Newaygo County Outstanding Educator? 
There is a poster up in both the Consolidated and Ele-
mentary buildings explaining this special honor which 
may also result in a financial award. Nomination forms 
are available in the office and must be turned in to Mr. 
Fox by February 12. 

 
FCS LIBRARY BIRTHDAY BOOK CLUB 

The Birthday Book Club is a great way to remember 
your child’s birthday at Fremont Christian.  Your child 
may choose a book from a collection of new books we 
have available in the library to donate to the library in 
celebration of his/her birthday.  Your child’s name will 
be placed in the book chosen and his/her picture will be 
placed on our Birthday Book Club bulletin board in the 
library.  The students at Fremont Christian will enjoy the 
donated book for years to come. 
 

The price of the book is $10.00 and the donation is tax 
deductible.  If you are interested in the purchase of a 
Birthday book, please ask the librarian or classroom 
teacher for a form.  Fill in the form, INCLUDE YOUR 
DONATION (cash or check made out to FCS with book 
club in the memo), and return it to your child’s class-
room teacher.  If your child’s birthday is in the summer, 
they can still participate. 
 

BATTERY RECYCLE 
FCS will now be recycling small batteries (such as AA’s 
C’s, D’s, etc.).  There will be a collection box in Mr. 
Barkel’s classroom. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOT LUNCH CALENDAR 
Feb.  1 ~  Pizza, Salad, Cookie, Fruit 
Feb. 2  ~  Chicken Sticks, Fries, Gr. Beans, Brownie 
Feb. 3  ~  Waffles, Sausage, Oranges, Yogurt 
Feb. 4  ~  Walking Taco, Refried beans, Fruit, Pudding 
Feb. 5  ~  Corn Dogs, Chips, Corn, Fruit 

 
SKI TRIP TIME! 

The remaining ski trip date is Friday, February 12.  
The rates for the year have not changed.  They are $8 
for lift tickets, $8 for snowboard rental, and $2 for ski 
rental.  They are now offering helmet rentals for only 
$3.  The last day of sign-up and payment will be on 
Tuesday, Feb. 9   The trip on February 12 is taking 
place on a day when we don't have school.  We are 
hoping to get to Caberfae early because of that.  We 
are planning on meeting at the school at 1:30 that af-
ternoon so that we can be skiing by 3:00.  Caberfae 
won't let us start skiing sooner than that.  Thanks for 
your support on these trips.  Please call me if you 
have any questions at 924-5701.     
     Linda DeKuiper 
 

  
MICHIGAN DREAM OUT LOUD CHALLENGE 

The Michigan Education Savings Program (MESP) 
and the Michigan Education Trust (MET) invite you to 
participate in a statewide contest that challenges stu-
dents to think about how they will change the world 
after college.  Students in grades K—6 should submit 
an original drawing, poem, essay or video answering 
the question “How will I change the world after I go to 
college?”  for a chance to win a cash award of $2,500 
and $1,000 for their school.  Entries can be submitted 
online or by mail.  Entries must be postmarked by 
March 15, 2010.   
 

REQUESTED ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The WMC Auction is THIS WEEK!!!   
Come to the new gimnasio on Saturday, el 30 de 
January--doors open a las 4:30PM.   
The Fajita bar, catered by Above & Beyond, se sirve a 
las 5:00-6:30pm.  The food will be delicioso and the 
auction items fantastico!  18 holes of golf por four, bo-
nitas bracelets and necklaces, una hora (1 hour) Steel 
Band Musica, doce (12) jars of homemade mermelada 
(jam), thermal hunting top and filet knife, pontoon bote 
ride and bistec (steak) dinner por seis (6), and mucho 
mas!   The first silent mesa closes a las 6:00PM, and 
verbal begins a las 7:00PM.  Everyone is welcome to 
La Fiesta ésta en WMC--we'll plan to see you there! 
 
 

THE WINTER WEATHER GETTING YOU DOWN? 
Come to PCHS Homecoming February 6.   There will 
be an Italian Feast dinner from 4:00-7:00 p.m. The 
cost is $8.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 10 and un-
der. The PCHS Boys’ J.V. basketball game starts at 
3:00 p.m., Girls’ J.V. at 4:30 p.m., and Girls’ Varsity at 
6:00 p.m. The float parade and winner of Spirit Week 
will be announced at half time of the varsity game. 
There is a sign up in the office for anyone willing to 
donate items for the meal or work the night of the din-
ner. Any questions feel free to call Marcy in the office 
at 924-9780. Thank you 
 
 
 
 

HAPPY  BIRTHDAY 
 

 
Chris Visser  ~  February 4 
Mrs. Yonker  ~  February 6 
Morgan Woods  ~  February 10 
Baylah Parker  ~  February 14 
Andrew Pittman  ~  February 17 
Ethan Orcutt  ~  February 22 


